
 

                                                                                                                                                                November 2017 
 

Principal’s Den 
 

Dear Lowell Families and Patrons, 

 

Happy November! We appreciate all who were able to make it to parent teacher conferences 

this week.  Next week we will review the data to see how close we were in achieving our 

goal, 100% in attendance.  Our staff would like to thank our wonderful PTSA for supplying 

dinner for the staff on Wednesday night.  This is just one of the many things the PTSA does 

for our school. In addition we are so thankful for all the volunteers who helped make our Fall Carnival a 

success. Without the help of our volunteers and the organization, planning and funding by our PTSA this event 

could never take place.  We thank you! 

 

With the first quarter of the school year behind us, and colder weather ahead, it is a great time to encourage 

your child to read nightly for at least 20 minutes.  The benefits students gain from reading each night is endless.  

In addition, we are encouraging students to participate in our school read-a-thon (see flyer below) this month. 

The money raised will go towards benefiting our Lowell students and the community. Working with our PTSA, 

we are hoping to raise enough money over the course of the next two years to build a shade shelter for the 

playground.  The shade shelter would help protect students from the elements, while still allowing them to 

remain outside to play. In addition, our community could also use the shade shelter for other outside events.  

 

As the days become colder please make sure your students come to school prepared to be outside during the 

colder weather days by wearing winter attire. A guideline of 20 degrees or colder with or without a wind chill is 

used in determining whether students remain outside by the building principal or admin designee. When the 

weather is determined to be extremely cold, wet or of poor air quality, children will be directed inside the 

building.  

 

The month of November also brings some other additional family events to look forward to 

before our Thanksgiving Break. Please make sure to check-out Lowell’s main calendar in order 

to plan accordingly.  Lowell’s main calendar is located on our school webpage along with many 

other supportive resources, such as this letter.  Lowell’s webpage can be located by typing in the 

following address: http://lowell.boiseschools.org. In closing, thank you for your continued 

partnership in making our Lowell Community a special place for our students. 

 
 

 

 

Your Principal,  
 
 
Dr. Adria David 



 

                                 Important Dates and Events 

 

November 5
th

: Daylight Savings Time (Set your clocks back at 2:00 am)  

November 7th:           ADA County Elections in the gym 

November 8
th

: PTSA Meeting in the library  (4:00-5:00 pm, all are welcome) 

Lowell Food Drive (Begins) 

November 10th:           Veterans Day Observed 

5th/6th grade Music Program  (2:30-3:30 pm) 

November 13th:           1st Grade CogAt Screener (9:15-11:50 am) 

Lowell Read-a-thon (Begins) 

November 14
th

: Lowell STEAM Night (5:00 – 7:30 pm) 

November 15th:            Picture Retake Day (9:30 am - 2:00 pm) 

November 17:               Lowell Pride Assembly 

Operation School Bell (12:15-2:00 pm) 

Harvest Parties 

Lowell Read-a-thon (Ends) 

November 20
th

-24
th

:     Thanksgiving Break 

November 29
th

: Lowell Food Drive (Ends) 

November 30th: Fire Drill (unannounced) 
 

 

Parent Survey 
Parents if you did not get a chance to fill out the two parent surveys during Parent Teacher Conferences, we 

would greatly appreciate it.  Your feedback helps us with goal setting, maintaining a direction and  informing us 

on how we may continue to serve our students and patrons.  

 

Here are the links to the two surveys:  

 

District Parent Survey Link:  https://goo.gl/forms/lA0yVuzbofwbykOK2  

 

 

Lowell Parent Survey Link: https://goo.gl/forms/vn4xrMkoHUxWqu3O2 

 
 

Eight Habits of the Heart Character Trait of the Month: Responsibility 
This month we will be focusing on Responsibility. 

Responsibility means showing and encouraging a personal commitment to each task. 

 

 

                                                                                                -Clifton Taulbert 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/lA0yVuzbofwbykOK2
https://goo.gl/forms/vn4xrMkoHUxWqu3O2


 

From the Counselor’s Desk 

 

 

 
 

From the Kitchen 
 

These two students won the recipe contest of creating the best well balanced meal on their plate. 
 

 

Bridget (left) took 1
st
 place.  Shellie Ayers, Lowell Kitchen Manager and Joy Sturgill, 

Boise Quadrant Area Manager Food and Nutrition Department (not pictured) presented 

Bridget with a pair of winning BSU tickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luka (right) took 2
nd

 place and received a skating pass.  

 

                         Congratulations Ladies!! 
 



16th Annual Jim Bruce Scratch for Schools 
 

Stacie Ward, Katie Wickman, Josh Langenbach, Jeanette Dodds and Adria David all participated in the 

16
th

 Annual Jim Bruce Scratch for Schools, October 23, 2017 at Boise Century Link Arena.   

 

The team won just over $300.00 for the school.  Great job team!!! 
 
 
                                           
 
 
                         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



District: What is Happening? 

 

STUDENT THREAT ASSESSMENT 

PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Boise Independent School District is committed to creating and maintaining school environments in 

which the emotional and physical safety of students, staff, parents and others is a priority. Schools 

cannot ignore any threat of violence. When threat making behaviors occur schools initiate a process 

called Threat Assessment. 

 

Each school has a threat assessment team that is multidisciplinary. The team will include an 

administrator, school psychologist and school counselor; in certain situations the team may be 

expanded to include a social worker, teacher, school nurse and school resource officer (SRO).  

 

What is a Threat? 

A threat is an expression of intent to do harm or act out violently against someone or something. 

Threats may come in many forms, such as verbal, written, drawn, posted on the internet (social media) 

or made by gesture.     

 

If your child comes home and reports a perceived threat, please notify the school administration 

immediately or call 343-COPS.  

 

The Threat Assessment Process 

When schools learn of threat making behaviors, administration will activate the Threat Assessment 

Process. Once this has been activated, interviews may be held with the student(s), the threat maker, 

parents and staff to determine the level of risk and to develop an appropriate response to the incident. 

Based on level of threat a Safety Intervention plan may be developed with the threat assessment team 

and shared with parents of the student that made the threats. 

 

To ensure the physical and emotional safety of everyone, it is important for all parties to engage in the 

process. The threat assessment process will take place to ensure a safe and caring learning 

environment for all. 

 

Should you have further questions about the threat assessment process, please contact your building 

principal. 

 
 

 



Further information about our New Report Cards 
 
Please follow this link to Boise School District’s webpage for detailed information regarding our new report 

cards and sound grading practices.  

 

 

Message from Parent Teachers Student Association (PTSA) 
 

Join Lowell PTSA 

Membership forms went home with the students in mid-October.  Please consider joining the PTSA to help 

support the students and the school.  The PTSA puts on several 

events throughout the year and your help is greatly appreciated.  

Membership dues are $10 and they run from October - October.  

Send in your dues and get on the email list so you can stay in the 

know about everything happening with the Lowell PTSA! 

 

Carnival Thank You 

Speaking of PTSA events, the Lowell Annual Carnival was held on October 13th and was a great success 

despite the rain!  It could not have happened without all of the help from 

Lowell parents, students, and staff.  Whether you sold tickets, bought 

tickets, helped to set up or take down, or spent time running the carnival 

games, you helped to make it a success.  The raffle baskets were bigger 

and more and beautiful than ever before.  The PTSA thanks everyone for 

your contributions for this year’s carnival.  THANK YOU!! 

                   

 
 

 

Be sure to check out the photos from the photo booth at 

https://memorablemomentsrus.smugmug.com/Events/Lowell-Elementary-Fall-Carnival/.  

These photos are proof of the good times we had! 

 

Thank you, Lowell Family. We cannot wait for next year! 

https://www.boiseschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=508306&pageId=26619786
https://memorablemomentsrus.smugmug.com/Events/Lowell-Elementary-Fall-Carnival/


 

 

 

Let's Read!  

The PTSA is sponsoring a Read-a-Thon fundraiser. It will be held during the week of November 13-17. 

It’s a great way to encourage reading and make money for Lowell Elementary.  Stay tuned for more details! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Tops 

The Box Top challenge came to an end on Friday, October 20th.   

Thanks to all who turned in box tops.  Final totals and the winning classroom will be announced soon!!  They 

will continue to be collected throughout the school year, so keep them coming!! 

 

 

STEAM Night 

The PTSA is proud sponsor of the STEAM Night on Tuesday, November 14
th

 starting at 5:00 pm.   
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

5:00-6:00 Come eat from the Food Trucks 

 

6:00-6:30 STEAM Kick Off by none other than 

 

. 

 
6:30-7:30 STEAM Exploration 

 



 

 

The 6th graders are in the midst of raising money for the inaugural trip to the McCall Outdoor Science School  

(MOSS).  This is a 4-day trip to McCall to participate in hands-on learning in science, math, and technology, 

while experiencing the great outdoors.  If you have a 6th grader, or know a 6th grader, help them out by 

encouraging them to raise money for their trip by helping with yard work, babysitting, etc.   

 

The 6th graders will be hosting a bake sale on Election Day, Tuesday, November 7th and will be selling 

coupons to Jamba Juice and Papa Murphy’s. 

 

You can also support the 6
th

 grade by making a tax-deductible donation to the Lowell Elementary MOSS 

Scholarship Fund through the University of Idaho. Go to uidaho.edu/moss 

 

● Choose Giving 

● Select Donate 

● Select a Fund: Lowell Elementary MOSS Scholarship Fund (unselect McCall  Outdoor Science 

Program as it will not go to Lowell students) 

 

For more information about the MOSS program and how to help please contact:  

Marcie Kowalczyk at 208-559-3301 or myemontana@aol.com  

 

Change for Change 

Building upon last year’s success, the Change for Change Drive will 

continue this spring and be bigger and better.  The weeklong event 

will start April 9th.  The Parent’s Night and auction will take place 

on Thursday, April 12th, so put it on your calendar now.  You won’t 

want to miss it!  Stay tuned for opportunities to help with Lowell’s 

biggest fundraiser of the year. 

 

 

Next Meeting 

Please join us for our next meeting on Wednesday, November 8th at 4:00 pm in the Lowell Library.  We hope 

to see you there! 

 

 
For more information, questions or if you would like to help out please contact  

Amber Bennett, Lowell PTSA President at amberjbennett@ymail.com. 
 

http://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/mccall-outdoor-science-school/
http://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/mccall-outdoor-science-school/
http://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/mccall-outdoor-science-school/
http://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/mccall-outdoor-science-school/
mailto:myemontana@aol.com


Community Garden 
 

The Community Garden needs some help! 

 

Volunteers are desperately needed! 

 
It’s time to prep the garden before the snow begins to fall. 

Lowell’s previous garden caretakers have moved away. 

 

If interested please send Dr. David an email at adria.david@boiseschools.org. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Chalk Art by: Amber N. and daughters (Maddi and Anna).  The ladies worked on their piece several days after 

the Carnival due to all the rain.  Amazing work! 



Message from Student Council 
 

Hi! I’m Ennio.  I am in 5th Grade. In this article, I will talk about future events and what is 

currently happening in Lowell’s Student Council. The first thing I must discuss is the 

Bag Drive that you must have heard about. The bag drive is where we will place a box in 

your classroom, whenever you have a bag leftover you may put the bag in the box, every 

month a student council member will come into your classroom and collect all the bags in 

the bag box. You may wonder what we will do with the bags, we will donate the bags to 

the recycling center, the more bags the better! 

 

You may also have heard of the . We will be recruiting 

members from grades Kindergarten - 6th grade for the   

Date: Monday, November 13, 2017 (Our 1st planning meeting) 

Time: 4:00-5:00 pm  

Location: Room 202.  

 

The  is basically students who want to promote sustainability in our personal lives, school, and 

community. We will educate about sustainability, motivate people to take action, and organize and run projects, 

for example: 

○ Lunch Food Composting 

○ Plastic Bag recycling 

○ Unplug the School 

○ Hydroponic Gardening 

 

Student council is planning this out, so keep in mind that the idea of the  is still about 

sustainability, and maybe, YOU will be in the team! Keep the school  

 

 

On Fridays, students are encouraged to wear their spirit wear or Lowell’s school colors. 

Black and Yellow are all Lowell’s main colors! 

 

 

 

Please visit Lowell Elementary School Web Store (link) on our Lowell home page or go to 

http://lowellspiritwear.com/. 

 
It is a great time to order, free shipping from November 3

rd
 – November 20

th
. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://lowellspiritwear.com/
http://lowellspiritwear.com/


 

 
We have also been thinking of many different drives we should have, bike drive, coat drive, and more! 

 

 

 October: Lowell Carnival Give and Take Table 

 

The Give and Take table was also something we want you to know about.  It was 

basically where you gave something like a toy, book, or game, and when gave 

something you could take something the night of the carnival. Hundreds of people 

enjoyed taking something “new” home the night of the carnival. 

We like sustainability, so we would appreciate that you all gave something! It’s that 

simple, give and take….  

 

 

 

 

November: Warm Clothes Drive for Homeless Students 

  

 

 

 

 

City of Lights- Items needed: Children’s Shoes, Boys 3T pants, New adult underwear sizes 5-7, women’s 

shoes 6-9, plus size scrubs, coffee, cereal, laundry soap, fruits, veggies, 

pillows, bike helmets. Please bring things to school in November. Look 

for posters for drop off information.  

 

 

 

 

 

That is all for November!  

A new article will come out in December, so stay tuned! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Safety Patrol 
Lowell’s Safety Patrol students are selected because they have demonstrated to their 

teachers that they can be responsible, courteous, dependable, and have shown leadership 

potential, while also having good attendance. 

Being a member of the Lowell Safety Patrol means they have agreed to take on the responsibility of arriving early before 

school starts and staying late after school ends. Patrol members constantly demonstrate good citizenship and are 

courteous while on duty. Meet our October Safety Patrol members, Sophie and Adrianna. Hear what they had to say 

about serving, as well as comments from Mr. Briggs. 

Sophie and Adriana were chosen as the Safety Patrol students of the month because they have demonstrated a 

high level of responsibility before and after school.  Mr. Briggs says, “I can always count on them to show up 

on their scheduled days and keep people safe.” 

 

Adriana likes being on Safety Patrol because, "I feel responsible and happy that I make other feel safe." 

 

Sophie wanted to be on Safety Patrol, "to help students get to school safely and for their parents to trust them 

walking to school. And as you can tell, I love helping people!" 
                    

                         Sophie                                                                                                                               Adriana  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 

 



Grade Level Highlights 
K-Kindergarten classes want to wish you a happy Fall! We had fun this month with apples and pumpkins. You 

can try these activities at home, too. Estimate and compare the weight of an apple versus a mini pumpkin. 

Estimate the circumference of the pumpkin by having child cut a piece of yarn that they think will fit around the 

pumpkin. Use the five senses to describe the pumpkin...It looks like____.  It feels like____.  It smells like____. 

Compare pumpkins to apples. Use a Venn Diagram to do this! 

 

2-Second grade hopes everyone has a safe and fun Halloween.  We are looking forward to our fall parties on 

Tuesday and our STEM on November 14th.  This month students have been reviewing and learning new 

strategies to build number sense to 100, building our additions strategies, as well as using addition to subtract.  

We discussed germs keeping our bodies healthy!  We will see you at conferences!   
 

3-Third graders are wrapping up our air and weather unit. Students loved learning about types of weather and 

climate as well as weather systems and natural disasters. We are challenging our brains with our multiplication 

math unit.  In literacy, our classes have been practicing the comprehension skill of compare and contrast.  This 

culminated with an opinion writing piece. Our writers chose a fall holiday to research and wrote about why it 

would be their ideal choice to celebrate and used evidence to justify their reasons. 

 

4-The 4th grade classes enjoyed a field trip to the Foothills Learning Center on beautiful fall day in mid-

October. We hiked the learning loop, imagined Lake Idaho covering the valley from Bogus Basin to the 

Owyhees, and observed native plants and animals. Our experience will enrich our study of Idaho’s biomes in 

the next few weeks. 

 

3/4
th

 Grade Music Performance: The rocked it! 

 

 
 

6-The sixth graders are in the midst of wrapping up their Inca, Maya, and Aztec units of study. They studied 

several different aspects of each of these ancient civilizations including, when are where they lived, their 

innovations, their myths and legends, their historical figures, their influences on modern day and their decline 

from power. The sixth graders are also in the middle of fundraising for McCall Outdoor Science School. This is 

the first year that the Lowell sixth graders have the opportunity to attend this camp and they are so excited. 

Please be on the lookout for Papa Murphy’s, Jamba Juice and Dutch Brothers coupons (being sold by the 6th 

graders). Purchasing these coupons will help contribute to the cost of the camp. 6th graders are also asking for 

clothing donations for MOSS. There will be posters hanging throughout the school, please consider donating 

warm hats, gloves, snow pants, boots, jackets and sleeping bags to Lowell to be reused each year for MOSS 

camp. Thank you so much for your support!! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Red Ribbon Week: Dress for Success 

Out of Mr. Largomarsino’s classroom, Gio knocking it out of the park! 

 

 
 

Library - Congratulations to Ms. Eichelberger’s 4th Grade for winning the honor of Library Class of the Month 

for November!   

 
 

Lowell’s Idaho Book Fair was another success. Students were given the opportunity to browse the book fair 

during Library Class. Many families visited the book fair during parent/teacher conferences last week were they 

purchased books for themselves and donated books pulled from their child’s classroom teacher’s “Wish list.” 

Health Office: Parents, if you have gently used sweatpants you are willing to donate, it would be greatly 

appreciated! We especially need size 5-6-7! Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Lowell Just For Kids Newsletter 
 

Halloween Stem Days at JFK 

 

On Thursday and Friday for our October 5
th

 and 6
th

 Non School Days 

 

Halloween Stem Day #1 

 

Making Pumpkins FLY! 

In the most basic terms, a catapult is a simple machine used to launch an object or 

projectile without the use of explosives. 

 

Our project involved candy pumpkins, tongue depressors and rubber bands to make 

our own.  We had some designs that looked similar to the model project, some that 

went on their own and made it more of a slingshot than a catapult and one that 

thought of how the look of the project should be before design.   

 

 

 

Balancing Pumpkins 

 

Working against a Criteria & Constraints List individually or with partners, students will design a tower/support 

structure using .As with all the challenges in this series, materials are the symbols of the season: pencils, small 

pumpkins, tape, and Halloween themed paper bags! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tower of Terror/Haunted Houses 
 

Have you ever seen the Marshmallow challenge? This is the same concept, but it's with 

gummy candy pumpkins. 

 

Supplies-toothpicks and candy pumpkins. Setup is super simple. We put a bowl of 

pumpkin candy and a box of toothpicks and let my kids design away! 

 

 

http://www.creativefamilyfun.net/2014/06/marshmallow-engineering.html


 

Life Saver Mobile: Engineering Connection 

When developing a new product or device, engineers go through many iterations of 

the engineering design process. First, they imagine lots of ideas and share them with 

their teammates. Then, the team decides on one best design and plans its final 

materials, specifications, functionality and aesthetics. Before building a full-scale 

prototype, they create a small model on which they perform many tests with different 

independent variables to optimize performance and cost. Once a model has been 

perfected, they build at full scale.(From Teach Engineering website.) 

Students were given very little instruction and told to design a car with straws and 

lifesavers to see how far their cars could go.  We loved watching their creative minds 

and how they thought outside of the box with their creations.  (In the moment of fun 

and racing, I missed taking a photo of all of the cars.  Pictured below is the only one I 

took.) 

 

Color My Pumpkin 

 

Supplies 

Broken Crayons                                                 It was amazing! 

Glue                                                       The kids loved watching this                                                      

Pumpkin                                             unfold! 

Embossing Heat Gun                 

                                                             

Halloween Stem Day #2 

 

Fall plant crystals. 

What would happen if we put some borax in a jar with hot boiling water and some of our fall nature findings 

from our nature walk? 

 

As a site we found that the hotter the water, the better the crystals.  We also found that the water changed colors 

to the tone of what was in the water.  We also found that they stick better to pipe cleaners than they do to plants. 

 

We are very excited to dry the projects and use them to decorate for fall!  

 
 

Ghosts, spooky trees and mummies oh my! 

We had the best time putting our spooky projects together creating a Ghost in the window, Somebody is 

watching you trees & It’s a Wrap Mummies to finish off our day! 

 

 
These are some of the exciting things that happen at Lowell Just For Kids.  The goal is to make learning 

fun!  For more information about our program, please visit our website at 

 www.boiseschools.org/just-for-kids/ or stop by our site any time! 

http://www.boiseschools.org/just-for-kids/


 

Ride for Joy 
We had a great time riding horses at Ride For Joy today! 

 

       

       



   

 

 

 


